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opinion was tested at by-elections it was clear that the tide was running strongly against the Ministry. In the spring, 1905, the great Tory stronghold of Brighton returned a Free Trader by a majority of 800.
It was a maxim of those days that ailing Governments never recover, but unexpected troubles now came to aggravate Mr. Balfour's difficulties. The sudden resignation of Mr, Vyndham, who had angered Irish Unionists by appearing to sanction a cautious move in " devolution/* revealed serious differences on Irish policy among Ministers. A Redistribution Bill, in which it was intended to cut down the Irish representation in the House of Commons and proportionately increase the representation of England, foundered on a point of order to the great disappointment of Ministerialists. Worse than all was the question of Chinese labour in South Africa, which from 1904 onwards became a subject of agitated controversy both in that country and in Great Britain.
Chinese Labour
Many reasons combined to give prominence to this question. The South African "War had been followed by the usual reaction, and this had been aggravated by the report of the War Commission which revealed grave defects in the military system, and by the failure of the Government to recover any part of its cost from the mine-owners of the Rand. The final touch of disillusion seemed to have been given, when these mine-owners procured an ordinance from the Government which enabled them to import Chinese labour under conditions wMch, when scrutinized by critical eyes, seemed litde distinguishable from slavery. The war, as the Government claimed, had been fought to prevent the retrograde Boer civilization from being imposed on South Africa, and to open a new and promising field to British emigration. It was now to be followed by an influx of Chinese. There was something ironical in this result which, apart from all else, must have evoked strong protest,
A violent agitation followed. The Liberal leaders laid told of the ordinances and denounced as slavery the provisions which segregated the Chinese in compounds; forbade then* to hold fixed property or mineral rights, or to engage it* any business but unskilled labour; denied dton access to ffte
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